SUMMARY

Werobpzimierz CieNskI, FRom Lviv To TEHRAN. PASTORAL MEMOIRS
1939-1942, SELECTED AND EDITED BY JACEK ZUREK, WARSAW —
Nowa IwiczNa 2026

This volume is dedicated to Wlodzimierz Cieniski (1897—1983), Roman
Catholic priest from the Eastern Malopolska region (Eastern Lesser Poland,
Latin: Polonia Minor, presently Western Ukraine). Ordained to the Lviv arch-
diocese of the Latin rite (1924) and head pastor of St. Mary Magdalene’s
parish in Lviv (Pol. Lwow, Ukr. JIbBiB). Following the outbreak World War
II, member of the underground Polish Union of Armed Struggle (ZWZ), then
under Soviet Russian occupation (1939-1940). Arrested by the NKVD, im-
prisoned in Lviv and Moscow (1940-1941), sentenced to death, reprieved
and released, following Germany’s invasion of Russia (1941), Cieriski be-
came head of the Catholic field ministry of the Polish Armed Forces in the
USSR (1941-1942). Later to be formed into the Polish Army in the East
(1942-1943) and the Polish 2nd Corps in the Middle East and Italy (1943~
1946). Served in this role as vicar general under Jézef Gawlina the Polish
Army’s Field Bishop, responsible for Polish troops in the Middle East and
Italy (1944-1946) as well as Poles in the East (1943). After the war, military
chaplain in the Polish Resettlement Corps in Great Britain (1946-1949), later
responsible for setting up the Polish Catholic Mission in England and Wales
(1949-1954). Moved to France in 1955 and joined the Cistercian Trap-
pist Monestry in Bricquebec, Normandy (1955-1983). The book is divided
into four parts: Historical introduction to Wiodzimierz Cienski time, develop-
ing into an analysis of Poland’s field and civilian pastoral services; A clergy-
man’s reminiscences; Documents pertaining to his pastoral work in the USSR
(1941-1942); Illustrations (period photographs and documents). In the his-
torical part (Wlodzimierz Ciefiski’s field chaplaincy in Russia, including issues
addressed while in this position), the author discusses the origins of the cler-
gyman's nomination to chief of the army’s field chaplaincy, in the context of his
family history (subchapter 1), his involvement with the underground in Lviv
(subchapters 2 and 3), the period of his imprisonment (subchapter 4), and
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the matter of the Catholic hierarchy in the Soviet Union (subchapter 5). Issues
regarding the origins of field chaplaincy in Russia are addressed separately
(subchapter 6), pastoral responsibilities in terms of pastoral authority over the
Polish army (subchapter 7), matters of nationality and faith (subchapter 8),
including the issue of Polish citizens, members of the Jewish Diaspora in the
USSR (subchapter 9) and pastoral responsibilities towards the civilian popu-
lation (subchapter 10). In conclusion, the question of these responsibilities in
the Middle East and Italy (subchapter 11) and the period of the priest’s life
after the war (subchapter 12) are also briefly discussed. The memoir segment
(From Lviv to Teheran) includes a description of the beginning of the Rus-
sian occupation of Lviv and of the underground resistance (September 1939
- April 1940, Introduction and Chapter I), Cieriski’s time in Russian prisons
(April 1940 - August 1941, Chapter II), and subsequently the memoirs’ most
significant part, the history of the Catholic Church’s field ministry, established
for the Polish Armed Forces in the USSR under General Wladystaw Anders.
In this part the author deals with the setting up of pastoral ministries in:Mos-
cow (September 1941, Chapter III); Buzuluk (Rus. Bysynyk) and Totskoye
(Rus. Toukoe), the Chkalov region (now Orenburg oblast) and Tatishchevo
(Rus. TaTﬁmeBO), the Saratov oblast, Russian FSSR (September 1941 - Feb-
ruary 1942, Chapter IV); Yangiyo'l (Uzb. Yangiyo'l, Sluruiiyn) near Tashkent,
Ciefiski’s new place of residence, as well as at other new army deployment
location sites in the Uzbek and Kyrgyz SSR (February — May 1942, Chapter
V); Russian, Kazakh SSR, Uzbek SSR and Kyrgyz SSR, a pastoral ministry to
civilian citizens released from exile and imprisonment and to Soviet citizens
(September 1941-August 1942, excerpts from Chapters II-VIII); Pastoral
missions in Aktyubinsk (Kaz. Akre0e, Aqtobe) in the Kazakh SSR (November
1941, Chapter IV); Samarkand (Uzb. Samarqand, CaMapKaHI[), Kattakurgan
(Uzb. Kattaqo'rg'on, Karrakypron), Kagan (Uzb. Kogon, Koron) and Bukhara
(Uzb. Buxoro, byxopo) in the Uzbek SSR (February 1942, Chapter VI); Jalal-
Abad (Kyrg. Kanan-Aoar), Kara-Suu (kyrg. Kapa-Cyy) and Osh (Kyrg. Omr)
in the Kyrgyz SSR and Tashkent (Uzb. Toshkent, Tomkent), Andijan (Uzb.
Andijon, Armmokon) and Margilan (Uzb. Marg'ilon, Maprunon) in the Uzbek
SSR (April-May 1942, Chapter VI). The author also covers: Army Field Bish-
op J6zef Gawlina’s visit, from England via Tehran and Moscow (May — August
1942,Chapters VII and VIII); Episcopal visitations of troops and civilians in
the Uzbek SSR in Vrevskiy (Uzb. Vrevskiy, now Olmazor, Onmasop), Akaltyn
(Uzb. Ogqoltin, OKOHTI/IH), Kermine (Uzb. Karmana, now Navoiy, HaBonﬁ),
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Kanimekh (now Kanimech, Uzb. Konimex, Konnmex), Narpay (Uzb. Narpay,
Hapnaﬁ), Guzar (Uzb. G'uzor, Fy3op), Karkin-Batash (Uzb. Batash, BaTam),
Shakhrisabz (Uzb. Shahrisabz, Illaxpuca63), Yakkabog (Uzb. Yakkabog,
HKKa60F), Chirakchi (Uzb. Chiroqchi, qI/IpOK‘II/I), Kitab (Uzb. Kitob, KI/ITO6>,
Samarkand, Andijan, Veliko-alekseyevskiy (Veliko-alekseyevka, Uzb. Velikoal-
ekseevskaya, now Baxt) and in the Kyrgyz SSR in the towns of Kara-Suy,
Jalal-Abad, Blagoveshchenka (Kyrg. bnarosemenka), Suzak (Kyrg. Cysak),
Kok-Dzhangak (Kyrg. Kek-xanrak), Oktyabr'skoye (Kyrg. Okrsibpbekoe),
(June - July 1942, Chapter VII); the army’s evacuation (to form the Pol-
ish 2nd Corps) with families, to Persia (August 1942, Chapter VIII); Bishop
Gawlina’s departure, through Ashgabat (Kyrg. Asgabat, Amradar) and Bajgiran
(Far. ’&‘)e_sfc‘%’; Béjgirén), to Tehran (September 1942, Chapter VIII). Also
included are Wlodzimierz Cieniski’s biography, as well as references, indexes,
maps and genealogies of related families (Cienski, Dzieduszycki, Szeptycki).

Transl. by Jacek Grocholski, Michat Konopski
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